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Section 10 - Power

Overview

Early editions of the SEL included multiple references to power-related items such as batteries and
generators throughout the various sections. This section was created to consolidate those references and
eliminate redundancy. By maintaining a unique section for power, the IAB hopes to remind readers
that the availability of power is a significant consideration in planning across all areas.

The Power section includes only three sub-sections: Batteries and Power Cells, Generators, and Other
Power-Related Equipment. Its inclusion as a separate section should increase awareness of power
requirements as the number and type of electronic equipment items continues to increase in virtually
every section of the SEL. Readers are encouraged to look across the applicable items in other SEL sec-
tions and consider the requirements for batteries (number, type, service life, shelf life, etc.), generators,
power filtering equipment, and other power-related items without which critical equipment will cease
to function.

In the aftermath of disasters such as Hurricane Katrina and the recent Midwest (Saint Louis) ice/wind
storms, one of the salient lessons learned was the difficulty of recharging batteries in an environment
characterized by widespread power outages. As a result, many response organizations are mandating
that some critical equipment be capable of using commercially available disposable batteries either as a
primary or alternate power source (e.g., an alkaline battery pack that can be used in place of a recharge-
able NiCad battery). Where applicable, comments regarding the need for special power requirements
such as custom batteries will be noted in the Operating Considerations field of equipment in other
SEL sections.

One particularly noteworthy issue has been mentioned here in past versions of the SEL, and unfortu-
nately still requires reinforcement. Readers are encouraged to emphasize generator safety and recognize
the dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning and electrocution to the general public during disasters that
cause power outages. Every year, and despite multiple warnings, many lives are lost due to individuals
running generators in or near their homes. Carbon monoxide is an odorless and colorless gas that kills!
Also, by inappropriately wiring generators directly into one’s house (instead of plugging appliances into
the generator), severe injuries/fires/damage can occur when power is restored.

Online Selection Factors

No online selection factors have been provided for this section. The applicability of the power
requirement will be determined by the type and location of the equipment items being powered.
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